1. Albert Square / Manchester Town Hall
Manchester City Council/Mayors for Peace

Manchester City Centre

PeaceTrail

Manchester City Council works to
promote peace and friendship among all
the different groups of peoples, cultures
and faiths in our city.
Manchester is famous around the world
as the first city to call itself a ‘nuclear
weapons free city’; that is, a city that wants a world free of nuclear
weapons. More than 120 countries signed the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons in 2017, for which citizens’ groups around the world
received the Nobel Peace Prize.
The Council is a Vice President of Mayors for Peace, which has more than
7,500 members in over 160 countries worldwide. It works for a more
peaceful world. www.mayorsforpeace.org
Manchester Town Hall, designed by Alfred Waterhouse, opened in 1877
but is closed for the next 6 years while the building is being modernised
and it will reopen in 2024.
In the square, the statue of John Bright honours one of the most important
MPs (Members of Parliament) of the 19th Century. He was MP for
Manchester from 1847-57, a Quaker and a well-known orator (speaker)
and campaigner for peace, he campaigned against the Crimean War,
opposing general public opinion at the time.
Albert Square is where the city comes together for
remembrance or vigils, such as in May 2017 after
the tragic terrorist bomb at Manchester Arena. It is
also where citizens hold protests against injustice
or unfairness.
Have you or your parents/carers attended an event
here, or signed a petition against injustice?
· Can you find the Council’s ‘nuclear weapons free
city’ plaque on the Town Hall?

Young People's Trail

Manchester – a true ‘City of Peace’
Manchester is a famous city with a long history.
It was the world’s first industrial city, where many
people came to work in the new cotton mills and
factories in the 18th and 19th centuries. It is also
famous for people taking a leading role in the
struggle against injustice and for peace, for the
good of Manchester and the wider world.
The Manchester City Centre Peace Trail highlights
some of their stories. We hope you enjoy them.
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2. Abraham Lincoln Statue
Lincoln Square, Brazennose Street

This statue of the famous American president
commemorates the abolition of slavery in the
United States. During the American Civil War of
the 1860s, President Lincoln was pleased at the
support he got from the cotton mill workers of
Manchester and Lancashire, who refused to take
cotton that was grown and picked by slaves. This
meant the workers had no work or wages and
suffered temporary hardship.
The statue was brought to Manchester in 1919 and
reminds us how the city and its people supported
the anti-slavery movement. The movement began at a meeting in
Manchester Cathedral in 1787, and led to the abolition of slavery in the
British Empire in 1833.
The square will be shortly transformed to be a new Contemplative Peace
Garden. It will include gingko trees that derive from an original tree in
Hiroshima that was damaged by the atomic bombing of the city on the 6th
August 1945, but regrew the following spring. Many Manchester children
took part in a peace education programme – Project G – and other gingko
peace trees can be found at schools in Rusholme, Moss Side, Burnage,
Heald Green, Moston and at Manchester Children’s Hospital.
In nearby Peter Street are the offices of MAG - the Mines Advisory Group,
which shared the Nobel Peace Prize in 1997 for their work in encouraging
the nations of the world to ban landmines. They still work in many
countries that are recovering from armed conflict to help the local people
to clear landmines from the ground.
· Why not listen to Abraham Lincoln speak using the symbol on the statue?

3. Peterloo Massacre Plaque
Free Trade Hall [Now the Radisson Hotel], Peter Street

In 1819 Manchester did not have any
MPs and only a few rich people in
Britain had the right to vote. On
August 16th, where the hotel is now,
the ‘Peterloo’ Massacre took place.
About 60,000 men, women and
children from around the region
walked peacefully to St. Peter’s Field to ask for the right to vote to
choose the government. But soldiers on horseback, who were sent by
magistrates to stop the meeting, rode at the people with their swords
drawn. 15 people died that day, including one child. After a long
campaign, in 1832 a fair distribution of MPs was provided to the new
industrial towns, and also gave the right to vote for more men. However,
it was not until 1928 before all men and women were given the vote.
A plaque to remember Peterloo can be seen on the front of the
building. A Peterloo memorial will be erected in the area on the 200th
anniversary, 16th August, 2019.
· As you enter the Library Link from Mount Street or St Peter’s Square, can
you find the names in the red lights in the floor, of the 15 people killed?
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4. Manchester Central Library,
St Peter’s Square
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12. People’s History Museum
Left Bank, Spinningfields

The People’s History Museum
holds the largest collection of
political material in Britain. As
the national museum of
democracy, its objects relating to
the campaign for the vote make
up a core part of the collection. It
also includes information on the positive role of trade unions to
provide working people with more rights and better wages. The
objects are hugely varied. Here you can find out about the famous
and the ordinary people who worked for peace, social justice and to
get people the vote. There are permanent and temporary
exhibitions for all the family.
The bust of Erinma Bell (which will be moved to the Central Library
in 2019) honours her efforts to reduce gun crime and promote
peace in the community. It is made
from gun metal from guns seized by
the police.
Outside the Museum is the ‘Doves
of Peace’ sculpture by Michael
Lyons. The dove is often seen as a
symbol of peace.
· What is the name of the river behind the museum?
Which city is on the other side of the river?

11. The Hidden Gem
St Mary’s Church, Mulberry Street

For several centuries Roman
Catholics were persecuted in
Britain, and were not allowed to
worship in church. They had to
meet in secret to worship
together. But in 1791, laws
began changing which gave Catholics more freedom, allowing
them to worship openly. St Mary's Church, often referred to as the
'Hidden Gem', was one of the first Catholic churches to be built in
Manchester. The church is an example of the need for tolerance of
other people.Today, people of many different religious faiths live in
Manchester and often cooperate closely together. Some of them
came here to escape persecution in their own countries.
Across the city, there is the Jewish Museum and the British
Muslim Heritage Centre and various synagogues, Buddhist centres,
Hindu temples, Sikh gurdwaras, Jain temples, many different
Muslim mosques and a wide range of Christian churches. In
the city centre, the Friends’ Meeting House, Manchester Cathedral
and Cross Street Unitarian Chapel also have rich histories
of peacemaking.
· Do you know why it is called the 'Hidden Gem'?

The oldest public library in the
English-speaking world is
Chetham’s Library next to
Victoria Station, founded in
1653. Manchester opened the
first lending library in Britain
without subscription in 1852. This meant that all citizens could
go there to find out and learn things that interested them, and to
borrow the books.
The new Central Library was built to provide employment
during the Great Depression and opened in 1934. It was
modernised in 2014 with a combined Archive Centre that
includes important city and Greater Manchester county
documents, historic films, family history resources and the
Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Resource Centre.
www.racearchive.org.uk
There are also several exhibition spaces, which often host
peace-related exhibitions and work produced by schools and
young people.
· Can you find the bee in the library, one of the key
symbols of Manchester?

5. St Peter’s Square and votes for women

Manchester was a very important
city in the fight to get votes for
women. For a long time women
were not allowed to vote for
members of parliament in
elections. Only some men were
allowed to vote.
In 1867 Lydia Becker and others set up the Manchester Society for
Women’s Suffrage, which was based at the Onward Building on
Deansgate. They were Suffragists. Lydia had been the first woman
to be elected in 1870 to the new Manchester School Board which
set up schools for the first time for the majority of children. Three
other famous women in this campaign were Emmeline Pankhurst
and her daughters Sylvia and Christabel. They formed the
Women’s Social and Political Union and were called Suffragettes.
The first statue of a woman in the city centre, apart from Queen
Victoria and the ‘Messenger of Peace’ which was in the old Peace
Garden here, will be of Emmeline Pankhurst and will be erected in
St Peter’s Square. You can visit the Pankhurst Centre near the city
centre to find out more on the suffragette movement and the
campaign of equal rights for women.
www.thepankhurstcentre.org.uk
· Can you find the collage painting of Emmeline Pankhurst in the
Town Hall Extension next to the Library?

6. The Cenotaph St Peter’s Square

10. St Ann’s Square and social reform

The statue of Richard
Cobden honours another of
the most important MPs in
the 19th Century. He and
John Bright led the
campaign to remove import
tariffs on corn so that bread would be cheaper for ordinary
people; poor people lived mostly on oatmeal, bread and
potatoes. He also worked for peace between nations.
A plaque next to the Royal Exchange Theatre remembers
the famous social reformer Robert Owen, who lived and
worked in Manchester for 12 years in the 1790s. A social
reformer is someone who wants to make life better for
others. His idea was for people to work together and own
everything between them. That way they could all share the
rewards of their hard work fairly. His ideas became popular
and lots of people followed them. Working together,
sharing and helping each other is called co-operation and
thanks to Robert Owen many co-operatives such as shops,
farms and businesses, were set up. The first Co-op shop
opened in 1844 in Toad Lane, Rochdale, and is now the
Pioneers Museum. www.rochdalepioneersmuseum.coop
In front of St Ann’s Church is a new statue of Jesus as a
homeless man. The statue has been placed there to make
you think about the problem of homelessness in the city.
· What could you do to help the homeless and those who do
not have enough food?

9. Manchester Blitz
Memorial Tree
Piccadilly Gardens

This memorial remembers the
civilians killed and injured in
war. It has the names of
hundreds of people from
Manchester and surrounding
areas who were killed by bombs
during the Second World War,
and particularly what is known as
“the Christmas Blitz” - between
22 and 24 December 1940.
· What do you think the tree is
made of?

8. Sackville Park
and Alan Turing

Alan Turing, mathematician and
famous Second World War
codebreaker, is regarded as the father
of Computer Science.
His work led to the world’s first
stored-program computer which first
ran at Manchester University on 21st
June 1948. Turing was a victim of
prejudice against gay men and his
statue reminds us of the campaign
begun in Manchester to change the
law to allow people to express their
love regardless of their gender.
· Can you spot the apple in
Turing’s hands?
Why does he hold an apple?

War memorials
are a way to help
us think about the
causes of war and
to remember
those in the
armed forces who
died in the First World War and other wars and,
from the Second World War onwards, the much
larger number of civilians who are killed in war.
One of the plaques relocated from the original
Peace Garden on this site was rededicated in a
multi-faith ceremony in 2017 to commemorate
soldiers and sailors who witnessed atom bomb
tests around the world.
· There is a statue lying on top of the cenotaph. Can
you say what the statue is?

7. International Friendship Arch, Faulkner Street Chinatown

For a long time Manchester has welcomed migrants (people from
other countries) and refugees (people driven out of their countries) people either seeking a better life or avoiding persecution. This
includes Irish and Jewish migrants from the nineteenth century
onwards; Italians, Poles and Ukrainians after World War II; and
migrants from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, West Africa and the
Caribbean from the 1960s onwards; and more recently from other countries across Europe.
Manchester is one of the most cosmopolitan (mixed) cities in the UK. Refugees and others from
overseas, including Roma, and from the Middle East and countries in Africa still arrive here.
Manchester has a large Chinese community. Its Friendship Arch is a bridge of friendship between
Manchester and the world. It was a gift to Manchester from the city of Shanghai in China. Can you
see a dragon and a phoenix on the arch? In Chinese culture, the dragon means strength and the
phoenix means grace.
· Do we know what the colours red and gold symbolise?

